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1. IN CONVERSATION AUGUST 14 POLITICAL DIRECTOR GENERAL PLAJA 

OF MFA GENERALLY CONFIRMED INFORMATION PROVIDED BY BRITISH EMB 
OFF AS REPORTED REFTEL. HE INDICATED THAT WHILE NOTHING WOULD 
BE DONE PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER MEETING IN NEW YORK, THE ITALIANS 
HAD SUGGESTED TO THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE NINE THAT PERHAPS AN 
ORAL APPROACH BE MADE IN ATHENS, ANKARA AND NICOSIA, DESIGNED 
TO MAINTAIN PRESSURE AND MOMENTUM. ALL REACTIONS ARE NOT YET 
IN FROM THE OTHER EC9. 

2. PLAJA REITERATED HIS DESIRE TO DISCUSS THE CYPRUS ISSUE 
DURING HIS CONSULTATION IN THE DEPARTMENT AUGUST 21. HE INDI- 
CATED THAT THE ITALIANS ARE THINKING OF SOME SORT OF ASSISTANCE 
FOR TURKEY - EITHER ECONOMIC OR MILITARY - BUT DO NOT HAVE VERY 
PRECISE IDEAS ON THESE POSSIBILITIES. PLAJA APPARENTLY BELIEVES 
THAT SOME HELP FROM THE NINE IN THESE FIELDS MIGHT NUDGE THE 
TURKS INTO A MORE POSITIVE POSITION IN NEGOTIATIONS. VOLPE 
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